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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

The following shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out 
his invention. 

1. Claims 1-25 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled 
in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly cormected, to make and/or use the 
invention. Regarding claims 1,13 and 25, the limitation "receiving a command derrived from an 

audio command , the command including a message meaning with a message characteristic" 

is not supported by the specifications. On page 10 of the specifications, the example (third 
paragraph on page 10) shows that the audio command (i.e., volume, personality, emotion, or 
meaning) is different from the message (i.e., hi) that is going to be sent out. In other words, the 
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Regarding claims 8 and 20, the rejections of claims 5-8 regarding message characteristics 
relate to volume, personality, and emotion as stated above apply. 

Regarding claims 9 and 21 , Do wens et al teach on column 3 line 37-43 regarding 
boldface, italics or underlined text for indicating characteristic. It is obvious that when plain text 
(default text font and size) is used it shows the claimed predefined characteristic. 

Regarding claims 10, 1 1, 22 and 23, Do wens et al teach on column 3 line 60 to column 4 
line 5 regarding text-to-audio (receiving an instant message, converting the instant message to an 
audio message, and sending the audio message to the telephony user). 

Regarding claim 28, Dowens et al teach on column 3 line 37-59 audio-to-text transcoding 
(converting an audio command into an instant message). When the instant message is created the 
appearance of content is changed from audio form to text form. 

3. Claims 2, 3, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dowens et al and Dutta et al, and in view of Horvitz et al (US: 5864848). 

Regarding claims 2 and 14, Dowens et al and Dutta et al failed to teach "providing a 

profile and the message characteristic", However, Horvitz et al teach on Abstract, extracting 

data fi-om one or more source objects (claimed "audio command") and applying the data to one 
or more target objects (the claimed "instant message") by using one or more templates (the 
claimed "profile"; column 4 line 26-46). The template includes source objects of user gesture 
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(the claimed "characteristics"; column 4 Hne 7-13) and message meaning (column 12 line 8-13). 
It would have been obvious to one skilled at the time the invention was made to modify Dowens 

et al and Dutta et al to have "providing a profile and the message characteristic" as taught by 

Horvitz et al such that the modified system of Dowens et al and Dutta et al would be able to 
support the profile to the system users. 

Regarding claims 3 and 15, the modified system of Dowens et al and Dutta et al as stated 

in claim 2 above failed to teach "the profile includes possible message characteristics". 

However, Horvitz et al teach on column 1 1 line 2-5, the "relevant terms" of Horvitz et al is the 
claimed "unique text". It would have been obvious to one skilled at the time the invention was 

made to modify Dowens et al and Dutta et al to have "the profile includes possible message 

characteristics" as taught by Horvitz et al such that the modified system of Dowens et al and 
Dutta et al would be able to support the unique text to the system users. 

4. Claims 12 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dowens 
et al and Dutta et al, and in view of Hodges et al (US-PAT-NO: 6,449,365). Dowens et al and 
Dutta et al failed to teach sending an alert to the telephony user via at least one of the group 
consisting of calling, sending and email, sending a message via a short message service, and 
sending a page. However, Hodges et al teach on column 9 line 42 the notification server may 
transmit a notification message .... using a conventional short message service (SMS). Hodges et 
al also teach on column 9 line 46 the notification server may also transmit a notification message 
to the recipient's conventional telephone. The "notification message" of Hodges et al is the 
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claimed "alert". The 'conventional telephone" of Hodges et al reads on the claimed "calling". It 
would have been obvious to one skilled at the time the invention was made to modify Dowens et 
al and Dutta et al to have sending an alert to the telephony user via at least one of the group 
consisting of calling, sending and email, sending a message via a short message service, and 
sending a page as taught by Hodges et al such that the modified system of Dowens et al and 
Dutta et al would be able to support the alert to the system users. 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not replied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

• Bartholomew et al (US-PAT-NO: 6,21 5,858) teach analog terminal internet access. 

• Kikinis (US-PAT-NO: 6,085,232) teaches pager enhanced keyboard and system. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this application and office action should be directed to the 
examiner Ming Chow whose telephone number is (703) 305-4817. The examiner can normally 
be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 am to 5 pm. If attempts to reach the examiner 
by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor. Fan Tsang, can be reached on (703) 
305-4895. Any inquiry of a general mature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Customer Service whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
0377. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
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Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Or faxed to TC2600's Customer Service FAX Number 703-872-9314. 
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